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Under the appellation of inflammation of the liver there were 75 cases, of which 17 were sent to hospitals for treatment, three were invalided, and two terminated fatally.
From all the cases of infiammatory disease of the alimentary organs, there was only one fatal in its termination. There were 35 cases of small-pox in the Blonde, and one in the Wasp, at Malta, where the disease was prevalent among" the citizens. In the Blonde it was generally mild, the eruption having little tendency to confluence, and there being little secondary fever. No one terminated fatally. It is stated that the vaccine cicatrix was well marked in all the crew, except six individuals, to whom the virus was immediately communicated. Besides these 35 cases, two were sent from the Asia to Malta hospital, both described as small-pox by the surgeon of the ship, and both fatal. One had, seemingly, had the small-pox previously, the other had apparently not been vaccinated.
The dysenteric cases amounted to 120; the most of them were slight, and easily cured. There were three fatal cases; three were sent to hospital, and one was invalided. There were 145 cases of common cholera.
Out of the whole number, one man died in his ship, the Blonde, and one was sent to hospital, the remaining 143 having recovered in their respective ships. Though there were only four cases of delirium tremens, two terminated fatally.
Cases of venereal disease were numerous. There were 245 of syphilis, 291 of gonorrhoea and stricture, and 62 of bubo and swelled testicle. Though the last had not all a venereal origin, it is probable that the majority of them had. Glandular disease is common in the Mediterranean, and buboes frequently occur without any trace of a venereal cause.
The cases of common ulcer were also numerous, viz. 532 ; but they were all, except 11, sent to hospital for treatment, and four invalided, cured in the ships where they occurred.
The wounds, accidents, and external injuries of all kinds, amounted to the large number of 1,729 cases; of which 30 were sent to hospital for treatment, four were invalided, and three terminated fatally at sea. In a great majority of instances they were very slight, and speedily cured. Of the cases sent to hospital, three terminated fatally.
Such was the sickness, such the mortality, on this command, during the year 1830. We need not enter so much into details in the succeeding years, but rather content ourselves with indicating their differential characters.
The chronicle of the first will have conveyed a good notion of the general salubrity or otherwise, of the Command.
Year 1831.?There was less death on the station than there was even in the preceding year, but there was considerably more in home hospitals, from disease contracted on it; so that the total mortality resulting from service, in the united squadrons, was a little more in 1831, than it was in 1830.
The mean numerical force of the year was less than that of the preceding year, being 5, 714 . The number of deaths during the two years 1830 and 1831, was the same, viz. 60. The ratio of mortality was, however, a little lower in the first than the last; in that it was, from all causes, on the station, and in home hospitals, at the rate of 10, in this it is, at the rate of 32-3 per 1,000 of force.
During1 the year under consideration, there were 50 deaths, from all causes on the station, 31 of which were at sea, and 19 in hospitals, being" in the ratio of 8*8 per 1,000 dead of the employed. But of these 50 deaths, 10 were from external injuries; so that the ratio of mortality from disease, on the station, was little more than seven per 1,000 of force. Of the invalids sent to home hospitals, 20 died, making a total of 70 deaths, from all causes, at home and abroad, being, as has been stated, in the ratio of 12*3 per 1,000; and from disease, separate from external injury, per 1,000 dead of the employed. The points in which the two years principally differ, are the greater mortality in home hospitals, and from external injuries in 1831, than in 1830. In 1830 there were only seven deaths in home hospitals, and six from external injuries; in 1831 there were 20 of the former and 10 of the latter. It often happens, however, when patients die in home hospitals from foreign stations, that death takes place the year after they were invalided abroad, which, so far, would lead to erroneous conclusions respecting a single year. In determining the absolute mortality resulting from the disease of a foreign station, by adding to the deaths on it, those which occur in home hospitals, from it, it is therefore essential to take the result of a series of years, little precise information being deducible from those of one year.
The total number placed on the surgeons' list during the year amounted to 8,883, being at the rate?higher even than that of the preceding year? of 1554 per 1,000 of force. Of the total number, 411 were sent to foreign hospitals, where 19 terminated fatally. The number sent to, and the number which terminated fatally in, foreign hospitals, are higher, each by about one-third, than in the preceding year, though the ratio of mortality on the station is lower. Sending seamen and marines to hospital is affected greatly by opportunities. When disease occurs far out at sea, or in harbours where there are no British hospitals, however severe or prevalent it may be, it must, of course, be treated to its termination on board.
Invaliding was resorted to in 163 instances, 80 on board, and 83 in foreign hospitals ; the rate therefore at which numerical force was reduced through this medium was 28*5 per 1,000, being, within a very small fraction, the same as in the preceding year.
Thus Year 1835.?The ratio of total mortality, resulting from service, in the Mediterranean, and on the shores of the contiguous Peninsula, differs in a very slight degree from that of preceding years, taking the deaths from all causes, and whether occurring on the foreign stations, or in the persons of patients sent thence to home hospitals. We shall notice a few facts.
In the Barham there were 34 cases, designated typhus fever. The disease made its appearance soon after anchoring in the Bosphorus, close to the Valley of the Sultan, which is represented as abounding in fever exciting miasmata, and to which the fever in the Barham is ascribed by the surgeon. Up till the period of her anchoring there, she was free from fever. In such circumstances typhus was not to be apprehended, nor is it usual to apply the term to fever derived from such a source; remittent fever, though perhaps without well-marked periods, and with congestive symptoms, was to be apprehended. Two out of the 34 cases proved fatal.
In the Tweed there were 13 cases of fever, designated "mixed," four of which terminated fatally. The During the year 1836, the ratio of mortality, from the same sources, and in the same places, was as low as 7 ? 9 per 1,000 of the mean number employed, the total number dying on, and from the station being 89, viz. 76 between two, the first and last, great. In the first, the average ratio was 22*1, in the second 17-5, in the third 20-1, in the fourth 13, per 1,000 per annum of force. The remark as to the ratio of dead, applies equally to this ; namely, that it is deduced from the total number invalided, whether on hoard, in foreign, or in home hospitals, from each of the classes. And it appears, that the two classes which had respectively the highest and lowest proportion of deaths?the frigates and steamers?had the lowest proportion of invaliding, though it was considerably less in the steamers, which had the lowest, than in the frigates, which had the highest mortality ; while in ships of the line, which, after steamers, had the lowest proportion of deaths, the rate of invaliding was the highest, nearly doubling that of steam- The rate of mortality in 1838 was higher than in the latter half of the year 1837. Small-pox and typhus prevailed epidemically. The epidemics began in 1837, close upon the decline of influenza, and attained their acme early in the year 1838. The class of pulmonary diseases was much more fatal, so were the convulsions of young children, and the equally obscure maladies of old age. The rigorous weather, which set in early in January, exercised a decided influence upon several of these diseases; and was, with the epidemics, apparently the cause of the increased mortality.
The annual rate of mortality was:? Teething.
The diseases of the nervous system are 23 per cent, more fatal to males than females, the chief difference arising from the diseases which affect children. The mortality from apoplexy was?males 4-0, females 3-5 in 10,000; from paralysis?males 3-1, females 3-5, in 10,000; the proportion of deaths from these maladies having been reversed in the sexes. To chorea (St. Vitus's dance), the deaths of 4 males and 20 females were ascribed ; to delirium tremens, the deaths of 167 males and 15 females ; tetanus (lock-jaw), 100 males and 29 females. The proportion in tetanus is 34 ^ales to 10 females ; but it is rarely an idiopathic disease, and men are ex- 1,338 males, and 313 females, died of diseases of the urinary organs. The mortality of the former from stone and gravel was 4 in 100,000 ; of the latter, 0*5. The difference in the 7 heads is exaggerated by, but it cannot be exclusively attributed to, mechanical causes.
2,811 mothers died in childbirth and miscarriage, or about 5 in 1,000 cases, while the proportion in 1837 was 4 in 1,000.
The mortality from rheumatism, and diseases of the bones, joints, cartilages, tendons, and muscles, remained 1*4 in 10,000.
The deaths from affections of the integumentary system were comparatively few. 82 males and 18 females died of fistula, the proportion having been the same as in diseases of the urinary organs. Add to the class the acute diseases from the epidemics, with specific inflammations of the skin, and the mortality will be 2-01 in 1,000; while with typhus, and the epidemic diseases which affect the mucous membrane, the diseases of the intestinal canal were 2-58 in 1,000. The mortality from the two groups was 4*6 in 1,000; lower than in 1837, and 30 per cent, less than the mortality The annual rate of mortality from small-pox was 0-8 in 1,000. Mr. Farr terms the ten quarters in which the deaths were registered the ten periods, the first quarter the first period, the second the second period, &c. &c. The mortality increased up to ihe fourth registered period; the deaths in the first were 2,513, in the second 3,289, in the third 4,242 ; and
